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Welcome to MILOPS! 

Admiral Samuel J. Paparo, USN 

Commander, U.S. Pacific Command 

Welcome to the 37th annual international  

Military Law & Operations strategic engagement  

This year we are delighted to host The Honorable Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, the Secretary 

General of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The U.S. supports a 

strong and independent ASEAN and is committed to helping the organization        

implement its vision for a stable and prosperous region. 

The United States is an Indo-Pacific nation, the Indo-Pacific being a key strategic priority for U.S. 

defense policy. Our framework is Peace through Strength, which relies on credible military power, 

forward-postured forces, and resilient alliances to deter aggression. Shared security requires 

shared responsibility, and allies and partners play a critical role in deterrence. The Department of 

War continues to prioritize the Indo-Pacific as the most consequential theater where the stakes for 

global security, economic prosperity, and strategic competition are most acute.  

The Honorable Dr. Kao Kim Hourn,  

Secretary General of ASEAN 

We are honored to be co-hosting this year’s MILOPS with the Malaysian Ministry of Defense in Kuala Lumpur,  

Malaysia. Furthermore, we are excited to have a record attendance at MILOPS this year. The strength of the alli-

ances and partnerships reflected by your attendance today are based on concrete alignment of national      inter-

ests and shared priorities: freedom of the seas and commerce, a safe and secure maritime domain, peaceful reso-

lution of disputes, and respect for the sovereign rights of all nations.  

The clarity of our shared interests fosters trust, maximizes resolve, and reflects our combined combat power and 

whole-of-government deterrent capabilities. This week’s MILOPS will reinforce a foundational belief that must 

guide our actions. To preserve peace and prosperity, we must safeguard the Rule of Law as the bedrock of global 

stability and protector of sovereign rights. Each independent state has a voice and has a responsibility for peace.     

 

 

 

Effective deterrence ensures that aggression remains an irrational and prohibitively costly choice for any          

revisionist actor. The U.S. Joint Force  achieves deterrence by building and maintaining a lethal, ready, and       

forward-deployed combat capability. But the United States does not stand alone. You, our allies and                  

partners, represent our true strategic center of gravity and our greatest advantage against any would-

be adversary. Hostile actors can build hulls and amass missiles, but they cannot build the organic trust, deep    

institutional bonds, and combat-capable interoperability represented by the 30-plus nations in this room. Events 

like MILOPS are not mere academic exercises; they send an unmistakable message of our                                      

combined capability, shared interests and our collective will to deter aggression across every square inch of this 

theater.   

      SAFE-GUARD THE RULE OF LAW 

      PEACE IS NEVER PASSIVE 

I thank you for your participation in MILOPS and hope you have a great week. I 

urge you all to protect peace, stability and security, through combat                  

readiness, strong multinational cooperation, transparency, and unyielding legal 

strength. In this decisive decade, the difference between stability and catastrophic 

conflict may depend on the concrete actions, relationships, and the trust that you 

forge at MILOPS this week.   

 

Thank you for your dedication, thank you for your service to your nations, and 

thank you for your commitment to our shared security.   

From the Seabed to Space: Advancing Security, Freedom, and Prosperity for All Across the Indo-Pacific.  



 

The Honorable Datuk Seri Mohamed Khaled Bin Nordin 

Minister of Defense, Malaysia  

 

The Honorable YB Dato’ Seri Utama Haji Mohamad bin Haji Hasan 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Malaysia 

 

The Honorable Atty. Gilberto C. Teodoro Jr.  

Secretary of National Defense, Philippines 

 

The Honorable Dr. Kao Kim Hourn,  

Secretary General, Association of Southeast Asian Nations  

 

The Honorable Ambassador Kevin Kim  

United States Ambassador to the Association of  

Southeast Asian Nations  

 

The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno 

Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security, U.S. 

State Department 

 

The Honorable Michael D. DeSombre 

Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs,  

U.S. State Department 

 

The Honorable Jennifer S. Olegeriil 

 Minister of Justice, Palau 

 

The Honorable T.H. Leonito Bcalando Jr.  

Secretary for the Department of Justice and Attorney General, 

Federated States of Micronesia 

 

The Honorable Dame Meg Taylor 

Former Secretary General Pacific Island Forum and  

Member of Pacific Voice  

 

The Honorable Earl G. Matthews 

General Counsel, U.S. Department of War 



Admiral Samuel J. Paparo 

Commander, United States Pacific Command  

 

General Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Haji Malek Razak Bin Sulaiman,  

Chief of Defense Force, Malaysian Armed Forces 

 

Vice Admiral Aaron Beng 

Chief of Defense Force, Singapore Armed Forces 

 

Admiral Datuk Haji Mohd Rosli Bin Abdullah, 

Director General, Malaysia Maritime Enforcement Agency 

 

Admiral Tan Sri Dr. Zulhelmy Bin Ithnain 

Chief of Navy, Malaysian Armed Forces 

 

General  Tan Sri Azhan Bin Hj Md Othman 

Chief of Army, Malaysian Armed Forces  

 

General Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Haji Muhamad Norazlan Bin Aris 

Chief of Air Force, Malaysian Armed Forces  

 

Vice Admiral Justin Jones,   

Chief of Joint Operations, Joint Operations Command, 

Royal Australian Navy 

 

Lieutenant General Derek Macaulay, Indo-Pacific  

Senior Military Representative to the Indo-Pacific, Canadian Armed Forces  

 

Rear Admiral  Weniel A. Azcuna,  

Commander of the Coast Guard Fleet,  

Philippines Coast Guard  

 

Rear Admiral Jay Tarriela,  

Commander, West Philippine Sea Transparency Group 

  

Lieutenant General Dato’ Tengku Muhammad Fauzi bin  

Tengku Ibrahim,   

Joint Force Commander, Malaysian Armed Forces 













From the Seabed to Space: Advancing Security, Freedom, and Prosperity for All Across the Indo-Pacific.  

 

On 12 July 2016, an Arbitral Tribunal lawfully constituted under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS) provided a unanimous, final, and legally binding arbitral award (the “Award”) rejecting many of China’s sweeping SCS 

maritime claims as unlawful.  

China continues to reject the binding decision and pursue their unlawful, expansive maritime claims in violation of UNCLOS and the 
Arbitral Award. China’s coercive, aggressive and dangerous actions are destabilizing the region and infringing on the sovereignty 
and  sovereign rights of its neighboring states as well as all states entitled to UNCLOS freedoms 
of the high seas.  

Joint Statement by 14 countries shows unwavering  
support for UNCLOS and the Award 

The Governments of the United States of America, Australia, Canada, Estonia, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, New Zealand, the Republic of the Philippines, Romania, 
Slovenia, and the United Kingdom showed their support in a Joint Statement, reaffirming:  
1. their unwavering commitment to maintaining a free and open Indo-Pacific that is 

peaceful, stable, and rules-based, anchored in international law; 
2. that maritime disputes must be resolved peacefully and in  accordance with  UNCLOS 

and that the Award is a significant milestone and is final, legally binding, and defini-
tive between China and the Philippines with respect to the maritime entitlements 
and claims addressed by the Arbitral Tribunal.  

3. the decision that there is no legal basis for China’s expansive maritime claims in the 
South China Sea, including those based on “historic rights”, underscoring the im-
portance of upholding freedom of navigation and overflight, as well as other interna-
tionally lawful uses of the sea, as reflected in UNCLOS.   

4. strong opposition to any destabilizing or unilateral actions, including by force or coer-
cion, that threaten peace and stability in the region. And reaffirm strong opposition 
to the use of coast guard, military, and maritime militia forces to harass, obstruct, or 
intimidate lawful operations by other States at sea or in the air, and in so doing en-
danger the safety of personnel and fishermen and seriously degrade regional peace 
and security.  

5. They urge the parties to abide by the Award and resolve disputes peacefully through 
dialogue and other lawful mechanisms in accordance with international law.  

The 10th Anniversary of the Unanimous, Final  

and Binding South China Sea Arbitral Award 





OVER 37 YEARS, MILOPS  

IS HONORED TO HAVE 

BEEN HOSTED IN THE  

FOLLOWING CITIES 


