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*This overview brief presents a conceptual approach
developed at USINDOPACOM and does not necessarily
reflect official U.S. government policy positions
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Background: Countering “Legal Warfare” (Counter-Lawfare)

ENSURING A FREE AND OPEN INDO-PACIFIC

 INDOPACOM initiative began in April 2022 o

foundational to the peace,
prosperity, and stability that we all

« Managed and coordinated by INDOPACOM legal office T

U.S. Indo-Pacific Commander
ADM JOHN C. AQUILINO

* Contributes to integrated deterrence by reinforcing the
rules-based international order and contesting efforts to
undermine and reshape international law

* Seeks to deny potential adversaries from using “legal
warfare” as a tool for coercion or pretext for aggression

* Consists of legal vigilance (monitoring/responding to trends
in the legal environment), support to operations in the
information environment, and legal partnership building

* Unique to USINDOPACOM, but nested within U.S. policy
and joint doctrine
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Counter-lawfare consists of operations and activities that preserve legitimacy, build legal consensus, and
expose and oppose unlawful action and misinformation that threatens the rules-based international order

Legal Vigilance”: The monitoring and assessment of the legal environment. Maintaining legal vigilance ensures USINDOPACOM and its allies and partners are
able to identify threats (including PRC “legal warfare”), integrate across the combined joint force, and implement action to uphold the rule of law.
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USINDOPACOM'’s counter-lawfare initiative supports integrated deterrence in accordance with the

Commander’s Theater Campaign Plan and the National Defense Strategy
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Tactical Aids (TACAIDs), combined information papers, and the legal office’s quarterly newsletter, the Legal Vigilance

Dispatch, are shared broadly and published

UNCLASSIFIED

USINDOPACOM J06/SJA TACAID SERIES
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to highlight important legal issues affecting the Indo-Pacific region.
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USINDOPACOM

Pacific Command legal office prepares military
forces for future fight with China

Military launches counter-lawfare program to challenge Chinese military narratives
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for International Law

UNCLASSIFIED

Legal Engagement Plans & OAls

MILOPS Conference
Treaty Allies, Freely
Associated States
Institutional capacity building

Strategic Legal Synchronization

Support to Department of State
(Legal Diplomacy)

Interagency coordination and
collaboration

Info Sharing & Collaboration

Indo-Pacific Legal Manual
NDU, NWC, Service JAG schools
Atlantic Council, CSIS, Hoover
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Legal vigilance
Interoperability
Legal resilience
Legal readiness
Institutional
Capacity
Access, basing
overflight
Agreements

Alignment &
consensus
Reinforced
customs and

norms
Rule of law
Strength in
numbers

Legitimacy
Deterrence




Where we are:

Tactical Aids
Legal Vigilance
Dispatch
Combined
Projects

Public
Webpage
Bi/multilateral
Partnerships,
NATO,
Interagency,
Academia
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USINDOPACOM JO6/SIA TACAID SERIES

OPIC: AIR INTERCEPTS
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USINDOPACOM Office of the Staff judge Advocate
Legal Vigilance Dispatch

against U.S. and allied

sPECIAL

. that air allnatians’ rights and rFOINTS OF
freedoms in international airspace. INTEREST:
" h
. B
engaged in reckiess d breached safety In cantrast, U forces i —
fely and in accordance with i law. it

by any St under

. Unlike the PRC. the

‘ot make an unlawiul
a1s

WHY THIS MATTERS BY
+ These reports suggest an emerging pattern af behavior by the PLA that disregards internationallaw and crestes
i mishap, collson, mis orloss of fe. An a
dangerous ar intercept could spark an internations crisis
™ i Repubiic of China (PRC) to exert
hina Seas
Ifeft unchecked, the PLA's behavior could become a norm that erodes the force of ntemational law;

the Indo-Pacifi; and fo

Sirne Mai, which romnaine & con-
o vessel i the Phlippine Ny

@\ U.S. INpo-PAcIFIc CoMMAND

The US s afirmed that an aemed attack
an ‘Sincratt, o

Opensourca rports et
akeratt operatinglowluly
b 2033, Cansdn

Re di Nee P o = o 7 ate
et e J06 Office of the Staff Judge Advocate
1ERored MerCepis OEc Koy Appoinments

Lesurng v | Abcul USWOOPACOM v | Orguaatun v | 1hea v  Reseuices v | Newcomans | Conaci v | JTF -Rarad

In June 2022, a PLA 116 1
front, and “released fiare
typically made of small p
In December 2023, a L4 [N SRS U4
AIr FOrce RC-LES FBCONME  Cour ot skt L

international airspace ab
10 take evasive maneuve

= . and ad
” akiwan's archipelag ocdr. o

Front omes Contect E situatod whally cubide any  and sourcing, soe 106 TACAID buse.

L Ty Te———

About the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate
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Where we’re going:

Policy, Doctrine,
EXORD
Expanded
Network
Cross-sector
Integration
Indo-Pacific
Legal Manual
Expanded Legal
Resilience /
Capacity
Building

LOE 2 (Partnership): Resilience, Consensus, Strength in Numbers
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USINDOPACOI\/I Jomt Operational Law Team

R S, Organlzatlonal email: j06.pacom@pacom.mil
NG SR A Office Phone +1-808-477-7532




