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MODERN APPLICATION OF THE 
GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949

Two recent initiatives: 

• The updated Commentary of the Geneva 
Conventions

• The Global Initiative to Galvanize Political 
Commitment to International Humanitarian Law 
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UPDATED ICRC COMMENTARIES

• Reflecting State practice, case law, legal writings 
and ICRC’s archives.

• Published respectively in 2016, 2017, 2020, and 
2025. 



Article 18: Search for casualties after an 
engagement

After each engagement, Parties to the conflict shall, 
without delay, take all possible measures to search 
for and collect the shipwrecked, wounded and sick, 
to protect them against pillage and ill-treatment, to 
ensure their adequate care, and to search for the 
dead and prevent their being despoiled.

SECOND GENEVA CONVENTION



GLOBAL INITIATIVE ON IHL 

Objectives:
• Reaffirm/strengthen political commitment to IHL

• Develop concrete and actionable 
recommendations



GLOBAL INITIATIVE ON IHL : SEVEN 
WORKSTREAMS



Draft Recommendations concerning:

• Protecting civilians and civilian objects during naval warfare
• Means and methods of naval warfare, including those relying on 

new or emerging technologies 
• Protecting civilians from hunger and food insecurity caused by 

the effects of naval warfare, including blockade 
• Collecting, respecting and caring for the wounded, sick, 

shipwrecked and dead
• Respecting and protecting those 
deprived of their liberty at sea
• Among others…

WORKSTREAM 7: NAVAL WARFARE



THANK YOU!
Fu r t h er  in fo r m a t io n : 

- Up da t ed  Com m en t a r ies  of t h e  19 4 9  
Gen eva  Con ven t ion s : 

- Globa l In it ia t ive  on  In t er n a t ion a l 
Hu m an it a r ian  Law (IHL):

- IHL an d  t h e  ch a llen ges  of con t em p or a r y 
a r m ed  con flict : 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gcii-1949/introduction/commentary/2017
https://www.upholdhumanityinwar.org/en/documentation?field_state_target_id=All&field_workstream_target_id=All&field_type_target_id=All&field_language_target_id=All&name=Outcome
https://www.icrc.org/en/report/2024-icrc-report-ihl-challenges
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-conventions-1949additional-protocols-and-their-commentaries
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-conventions-1949additional-protocols-and-their-commentaries
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-conventions-1949additional-protocols-and-their-commentaries
https://www.upholdhumanityinwar.org/en
https://www.upholdhumanityinwar.org/en
https://www.upholdhumanityinwar.org/en
https://www.icrc.org/en/report/2024-icrc-report-ihl-challenges
https://www.icrc.org/en/report/2024-icrc-report-ihl-challenges
https://www.icrc.org/en/report/2024-icrc-report-ihl-challenges
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