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BLUF:

--The CCP is aspiring to
create a China-centred
order

--Resistance will require
understanding China's
Interests in your country and
also how China perceives
your country's role in its
global foreign policy




China’s foreign policy thinking influence #1 Alfred
Mahan

A rising power must:

» Develop a blue water navy to
protect SLOCs

» Develop global markets

» Gain privileged access to
resources or establish colonies
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» Promote maritime consciousness
in the population



China’s foreign policy influence #2 Halford
Mackinder

"Who rules East Europe commands
the Heartland,

who rules the Heartland
commands the World-Island;

who rules the World-Island
commands the world."




China’s foreign policy influence #3 Dean Achesen
and John Foster Dulles

» Achesen: Concept of the
island chains and hub and
spoke defence pacts
(1952)

» Dulles: Concept of
‘peaceful evolution’ (1958-
9)




China’s foreign policy influence #4 Fear of
chokepoints
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XI’s ‘new era’ and Chinese foreign policy:

» In 2017 Xi announced that the
world, and China, is in a “new
era”. China aspires to be a global
great power and is seeking
change in the global order. Xi’s
policies build on 2 decades of
double-digit growth, and the
CCP’s longstanding “rich country,
strong military” strategy.

» CCP foreign policy has a three-
pronged approach: state to state
relations; military shows of force;
and covert activities including
foreign interference.




China’s strategic interests in the polar regions

» Security: economic,
political, and military
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» Resources: minerals,
fishing, sea routes,
bioprospecting

» Science and
technology: space
sclence, scientific
breakthroughs




The Belt and Road Initiative and the
Indo-Pacific

“once China’s “One Belt, One Road”
great strategy is realized, the whole of
Asia, Europe, Africa, Oceania, South
America, will form an economic co- i
prosperity circle with China at the core, g
and China will reach the goal of
moving westward to avoid the US
blockade...even if the United States is
still strong, even if it wants to stop China
from disrupting China’s development, it
can only be powerless, because the
economic ties have closely linked the
destiny of China and the neighbouring
countries of the “Belt and Road”...it will
be impossible for the United States to
threaten China with political and
military threats, or to win over them.”
Global Times, 4 April 2015
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Nuclear deterrence




China’s Arctic presence




China’s Antarctic presence
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China and Antarctica

» Fishing, tourism,
bioprospecting: take up
rights

» Environmental protection:
“soft presence”

_ » Mineral resource
exploitation: “matter of
| time”
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China’s perspective on Arctic affairs

» Internationalise Arctic
governance

» China as legitimate
stakeholder in Arctic affairs

» Arctic sea routes as
International straits

» Advocates regional fishing
agreement for Arctic

» Market access to Arctic
minerals



Russia and Antarctica
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Aol A E » Continuation of USSR policies:

presence/science

» Budgetary problems, crumbling
infrastructure

» Reluctance to give up potential
rights in Antarctica—fishing,
bioprospecting, tourism,

AxpARS A s sovereignty

» Glonass GPS programme raises
Importance of Antarctica to Russia




Key takeaway: Shelter concept

--The geopolitical
Importance of the Indo-
Pacific includes the whole
region, from the Arctic to
the Antarctic, to mainland
and maritime SE Asia, and
the island nations of the
Pacific.

--Beljing’s micro-aggressions,
threats, and preparation for
war in any one zone of the
Indo-Pacific,; affects the
security of all.
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