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Focus on the main challenges in the South Pacific maritime area

I. Dark Fleet (DF)

II. IUU Fishing

III. Counter narcotics (drug trafficking – DT)

IV. Critical undersea infrastructures (CUI)

International Law, the one and the only one solution to

legitimate our actions and reinforce security, sovereignty

and freedom!



Dark Fleet – Euro-Atlantic lessons learned extended to Pacific region

Global Integrated Shipping Information System
Website : gisis.imo.org

French & European attempt to solve through use 

of maritime law

- International legal framework – UNCLOS (Art. 

110)

- National inter-agency coordination – MoD, 

MoJ, Treasury… 

- Prosecution/fines, IOT target finances of 

maritime stakeholders

Number of RDF ships sanctioned

2024 2025 2026

EU      55      503 (+448)          605 (+102)

UK       128     472 (+344)          544 (+68)

US       11 218 (+207)          448 (+230)

The Russian Dark Fleet (RDF) : a global issue

- Funding war in Ukraine

- Under sanctions

- Breaking regulations - Environmental threat 

- Connections with other DF (DPRK, Iran…)

Clean Seas Initiative  Continental scale answer

- Intelligence & targeting

- Plan & tactical execution

- STRATCOM

- Mitigate risk of retaliation

BUT DF players trying to adapt :

- Urgent search for ‘shelter’ flags

- Route changes

 Need to be reactive and strengthen coordination
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437 foreign fishing vessels 

monitored in 2025

IATTC
Inter-
American 
Tropical 
Tuna
Commission 

WCPFC
Western & 
Central 
Pacific
Fisheries 
Commission
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Significant increasing of seizures (customs, police, navy) since 2025, thanks to:

 quality of Intel shared by partners;

 availability of French navy assets;

 robust and effective law enforcement procedures, including international.
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Google submarine cable 

in French Polynesia.



https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/freedom-navigation-south-china-sea-practical-guide

https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/freedom-navigation-south-china-sea-practical-guide
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