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FRENCH PACIFIC COMMAND

The French Armed Forces and their deployments in the Pacific theater
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Dark Fleet (DF)

|. 1UU Fishing
Il. Counter narcotics (drug trafficking — DT)
V. Critical undersea infrastructures (CUI)

International Law, the one and the only one solution to
legitimate our actions and reinforce security, sovereignty
and freedom!
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Dark Fleet — Euro-Atlantic lessons learned extended to Pacific region
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The Russian Dark Fleet (RDF) : a global issue

Funding war in Ukraine

Under sanctions

Breaking regulations - Environmental threat
Connections with other DF (DPRK, Iran...)

Number of RDF ships sanctioned

2024 2025 2026
EU 55 503 (+448) 605 (+102)
UK 128 472 (+344) 544 (+68)
us 11 218 (+207) 448 (+230)
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French & European attempt to solve through use
of maritime law

- International legal framework — UNCLOS (Art.
110)

- National inter-agency coordination — MoD,
MoJ, Treasury...

- Prosecution/fines, IOT target finances of
maritime stakeholders

Clean Seas Initiative = Continental scale answer
- Intelligence & targeting

- Plan & tactical execution
- STRATCOM

- Mitigate risk of retaliation

Continent scale
cooperation

BUT DF players trying to adapt :

- Urgent search for ‘shelter’ flags
- Route changes
= Need to be reactive and strengthen coardination

Global Integrated Shipping Information System
Website : gisis.imo.org
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Weak surveillance and control assets ;
economic dependency on fishing licenses.

v FRANCE: a powerful law enforcement
organization, modernization of assets and
inter-agencies shared Maritime

= information;

= v FRANCE: second contributor to high sea

control in regional fisheries organizations.

New technologies contribution : UAS, drones,
Sat tools, data analytics.

Regional cooperation:
»PQUAD support to FFA;
»Sharing information between maritime
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= > Global trends:
> Increasing volume of shipment; _ gcwswssmm
> Consta ntly evolving practices; ~ A
> Porosity between IUU and DT; & = NG (GG

> Intervention complexity.
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Responses:
v'Requirement of enhancing AUSTRAL . o TAHITI
cooperation/intel sharing;
v'Need of anticipation; "N KD g
v'Consolidate information sharing; b P

v'Consolidate prosecution and legal
finish.

Significant increasing of seizures (customs, police, navy) since 2025, thanks to:
» quality of Intel shared by partners;

» availability of French navy assets;

» robust and effective law enforcement procedures, including international.

Seizures (kg)

SPSS: self-propelled semi-submersible vessel ;
SPFS: self propelled fully-submersible vessel ;
P FSV fully -submersible vessel ;

LPV: low profile vessel.
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Protecting critical undersea infrastructure (CUI) and the connectivity

in the Pacific

State responsibility:

Master/Owner nationality?

Flag State?

Effective control ?

Link to Dark Fleet and porosity to
environmental survey operations.

VV VY

Possible responses:
» National working group on adapting

the legal framework;
» Countermeasures/Use of force?
> Due diligence of the flag State?

Google submarine cable
in French Polynesia.
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New regional concern:

Beyond the issues of national sovereignty and
digital development for PICs, there is growing
international tensions over the CUI and control of
the seabed in the Pacific ocean between main
competitors.
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Common and shared vision by France and partners : constantly reaffirming international
law and implementing it against a specific use only dedicated to political and strategic

objectives.
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/freedom-navigation-south-china-sea-practical-guide



https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/freedom-navigation-south-china-sea-practical-guide
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Deployments of French forces in the region and France’s constant insistence on
compliance with the rules of international law contribute directly to... Security,
Freedom, and Prosperity for All Across the Indo-Pacific!
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Sharing, promoting and strengthening a common international
overview of the Law - a kind of soft power for Freedom and

Security!

ACADEMIE
DU PACIFIQUH
PACIFIC ACADEMY]

ACADEMIE
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> Purpose: rr @V Ensuring security and safety at sea
» Aims: aroul A network dedicated to ease law enforcement « SAR operation
trainees by A _-;7 \ * Crisis management
~ Diversificat Sharing information and working methods in all coastguards PR « Environmental protection
cyber secu Fifeton * Pollution response
» Aresultfro
Island statt

Protecting natural resources

= . Monitoring and policing of the EEZ
2= * Fisheries control

h. Marine scientific research

f; * Marine renewable energies

. Hindering and repressing illegal activites

* Drug traffic interdiction
* Protected species smuggling

Cooperate and coordinate
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| * With local actors
* With international partners



