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AFP-U.S. Forces to Open Lamitan Hospital

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines – Officials from the Armed Forces of the Philippines conducted a rededication ceremony for the Lamitan Provincial Hospital located on Basilan at 10 a.m. on January 19.

The hospital was rededicated after a three-month, $89,000 renovation.  Improvements include a new roof with gutters and eves, new windows,  interior walls and flooring, electrical and plumbing system and the addition of a 30-kilowatt backup power generator.

“The completion of these first improvements on the Lamitan and Isabella City hospitals gives me great hope for the future of Basilan,” said Col. Douglas R. Lengenfelder, Commander, U.S. Joint Special Operations Task Force-Philippines.   “The people of Basilan will have the quality of life they deserve  through the efforts of a lot of people working hand-in-hand for a better tormorrow.  This is your island and your future. Keep up the good work.”
The improvements to the Lamitan hospital and similar improvements to nearby Isabella City hospital are part of a two-year $2 million humanitarian assistance  package from the United States to improve facilities and infrastructure for the people of the southern Philippines.

The construction or improvement of two school houses per municipality as well as the drilling of over 20 fresh water wells across Basilan will follow the renovations of the Lamitan and Isabella City hospitals.
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These efforts are made possible through the security provided by the AFP at each of the work sites. 
Local contractors employing workers from Basilan performed the hospital renovation projects.  All subsequent humanitarian assistance programs are also projected to  use local contractors and labor forces.
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For more information contact CPT Steve Wollman, Joint Special Operations Task Force PAO, Camp Navarro, Philippines or MAJ Cynthia Teramae, Special Operations Command, Pacific PAO at 808 477-0640, Camp Smith, Hawaii.







