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U.S. Ambassador Visits Troops

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines – The Honorable Francis J. Ricciardone, the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of the Philippines, visited U.S. service members assigned to the Joint Special Operations Task Force-Philippines deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

The Ambassador and his wife Marie, took the opportunity to wish U.S. service members a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and thanked them for their selfless service to their nation in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

During his visit, the ambassador and his wife toured the facilities at Camp Don Basilio Navarro, the home of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Southern Command, and Edwin Andrews Air Force Base where the JSOTF-P members are presently working with their AFP counterparts.

“We are aware of what you are doing here, it is important and complicated,” said Ambassador Ricciardone.  It really matters that you are here, the government and the people of the Philippines know and I know the significance of what you do, he said.

-MORE-

“We appreciate the ambassador taking time out of his busy schedule to come and visit us,” said Col. Douglas R. Lengenfelder, Commander, Joint Special Operations Task Force-Philippines.  “Our troops were honored to show him their contributions in support of the Philippine Government.” 

The U.S. service members are part of a joint U.S. contingent deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in the southern Philippines.  The contingent, known as the Joint Special Operations Task Force-Philippines (JSOTF-P), is performing a variety of advisory and assistance missions in support of the Armed Forces of the Philippines.  The Task Force has also executed medical and civic action projects in conjunction with the Armed Forces of the Philippines to include medical assistance to more than 18,000 people in Zamboanga and Basilan. 
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For more information contact CPT Steve Wollman, Joint Special Operations Task Force PAO at 0916-495-2846, Camp Navarro, Philippines or MAJ Cynthia Teramae, Special Operations Command, Pacific PAO at 808 477-0640, Camp Smith, Hawaii.
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