UNCLASSIFIED


	COUNTRY
	Terrorist  Threat Lvl (DIA)
	Criminal Threat Lvl (DOS)
	FPCON
	Sec. State Travel Notice
	USPACOM DoD

Travel Restrictions 
	Buddy Rule
	FP Plan Approval Responsibility
	Theater Clearance
	Country Clearance
	Leave (country clearance required?)
	Visa
	Days Clearance Lead Time
	Strict Govt. Control of Travel

	Australia
	M
	L
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	30
	

	Bangladesh
	M
	H
	A+
	A
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y*
	N
	Y
	30
	

	Bhutan
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	30
	

	Brunei
	L
	L
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	30
	

	Burma
	M
	L
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y*
	Y
	
	30
	Y

	Cambodia
	M
	C
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	21
	

	China
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	Y*
	Y
	30
	Y

	Comoros
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y*
	30
	Y

	Diego Garcia
	L
	L
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	N
	Y*
	N/A
	N
	30
	

	East Timor
	M
	-
	A+
	
	-
	
	O-5
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	

	Fiji
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	Y*
	Y*
	30
	

	Hong Kong
	-
	L
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	15
	

	India
	M
	H
	A+
	-
	Y
	
	O-7*
	Y
	Y
	Y*
	Y
	30
	

	Indonesia
	H
	H
	C+
	W
	Y
	Y
	O-7
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y*
	30
	

	Japan
	M
	L
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y*
	30
	

	Kiribati
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	14
	

	Korea, North
	U
	U
	Denied
	-
	Denied
	
	Denied
	Denied
	Y
	Y
	Y
	30
	-

	Korea, South (ROK)
	M
	L
	B +
	-
	-
	Y
	O-6
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y*
	30
	

	Laos
	L
	M
	A+
	A
	Y
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	10
	

	Madagascar
	L
	M
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	Y*
	Y
	30
	

	Malaysia
	S
	M
	B+
	A
	-
	Y
	O-6
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	30*
	

	Maldives
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y*
	30
	

	Marshall Islands
	L
	L
	A
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	?
	N
	7
	

	Mauritius
	L
	M
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	30
	

	Micronesia
	L
	L
	A
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	7
	

	Mongolia
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	30
	

	Nauru
	-
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y*
	30
	

	Nepal
	S
	H
	C
	W
	Y
	Y
	O-7*
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	30
	

	New Zealand
	L
	L
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y*
	N
	N*
	30
	

	Palau
	L
	L
	A
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	7
	

	Papua New Guinea
	L
	C
	A+
	-
	Y
	
	O-7*
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	30
	

	Philippines (Split)
	H
	M
	B+/C*
	A
	Y
	Y
	O-6/O-7*
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N*
	15/45*
	

	Russia (Eastern)
	M
	H
	A+
	A
	-
	
	O-5
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	

	Samoa (American)
	L
	-
	A
	-
	-
	
	
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	30
	

	Samoa (Western)
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	30
	

	Singapore
	S
	L
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	30
	

	Solomon Islands
	-
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	30
	

	Sri Lanka
	M
	M
	A+
	-
	Y
	
	O-7*
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	30
	

	Taiwan
	L
	M
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	30
	

	Thailand
	S
	M
	B+
	-
	Y
	Y
	O-6
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	15/30*
	

	Tonga
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	30
	

	Tuvalu
	-
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y*
	14
	

	Vanuatu
	L
	-
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	N
	N*
	30
	

	Vietnam
	L
	H
	A+
	-
	-
	
	O-5
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	30
	

	Hawaii, Guam, and U.S. Terr/Poss
	L
	U
	A
	
	-
	
	
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	10
	


07* NOTE:  Travel to countries specified as USPACOM Restricted Areas require FP Plans to be approved by the first 07 in the Travelers / Deployed Units chain of command.  When applicable, a Civilian Senior Executive Service (SES) or equivalent exercising authority satisfies the requirement for FP Plan approval.

Travel to a USPACOM Travel Restricted area must be certified as mission essential by the Travelers / Deployed Units chain of command.  Once certified as mission essential, the first O-7 in the chain of command is responsible for FP Plan approval.  Only then should permission be requested from HQ USPACOM J02.

Required pre-deployment Antiterrorism/Force Protection (AT/FP) training: 

· All DoD personnel traveling through or deploying to the USPACOM AOR must complete the following training regardless of how long their travel or deployment lasts, and the clearance request message must include a statement that they have done so. 

· Complete Level 1 AT/FP training taught by a Level II instructor within 12 months of the travel or deployment. Level-1 antiterrorism/force protection training online: DoD and DoD-sponsored personnel who cannot receive AT/FP training from a certified trainer may receive it on line at http://at-awareness.org. The access word is “aware” (no quotes).  After logon, use a self-generated user ID and password to proceed.  At the end of the process, save or print a copy of the completion certificate as proof of having completed Level-I AT/FP training. 

· Receive an AOR-specific update available on the SIPRNET at http://www2.hq.pacom.smil.mil/j3/j34/ within three months prior to travel. 

FP Plans:  Official travel by all DOD personnel and unofficial travel by DOD military personnel in the USPACOM AOR requires an FP Plan.  An FP Plan IS NOT required for travel to the US, US Territories or Possessions.
· U.S. Territories and Possessions:  American Samoa, Baker Island, Guam, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Islands, Palmyra Atoll, Wake Island.  Although not a U.S. Territory or Possession, Commonwealth of Northern Marianas Islands is included as the Department of the Interior administers funds.

· FP Plan Approval:  For travel to countries at below FPCON BRAVO, the first 05 in the Traveler’s / Deployed Units chain of command is responsible for FP Plan approval.  For travel to countries at FPCON BRAVO, or higher require FP Plan approval by the first 06 in the Travelers / Deployed Units chain of command is responsible for FP Plan approval. For travel to areas with PACOM Travel restrictions, the first 07 in the chain of command is responsible for FP Plan approval. (see USPACOM DOD Travel restrictions below for additional requirements for travel to restricted areas)  

· Buddy Rule:  Required for travel to FPCON BRAVO or higher countries, unless a waiver is granted by a FO/GO.  Recommended at all times as FP measure. When implemented, the buddy does not have to be a member of a military command, although that may be preferred. The buddy may be a DOD employee, family member or a well-known and trusted civilian acquaintance (e.g. coworker or close friend). This could also include a person already in country, such as a well known foreign national or a trusted host nation point of contact. A casual acquaintance does not quality as a buddy. NOTE:  The Buddy Rule does not apply for travel to the US, US Territories or Possessions, Countries in Political Union with the US or Countries in Compact of Free Association with the US.  (See list below)

USPACOM DOD Travel Restrictions: When a USPACOM DOD Travel Restriction is noted, USPACOM restricts official travel by all DOD personnel and unofficial travel by DOD military personnel as specified.  Permission to travel to Restricted Areas can only be granted by HQ USPACOM/J02 for mission essential travel.  Refer to the original message via the AOR Update slides or the Weekly Antiterrorism Update message for details on the restriction.  See "07* Note" at top of page 2 for requirements.

Clearance, Visa and Leave Information from the FCG

Australia - Individuals in tourist status require a passport. A visa or Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) is required.

Onward/return transportation is required

Bangladesh - A passport and onward/return ticket are required for US Passport holders.  A visa not to exceed 15

days may be obtained at airport during immigration and passport processing provided traveler holds an onward

ticket.  Airport visa fee of $45 US is charged. Theater specific information for inclusion in para II.D.2.h.of clearance

request:  For personnel traveling alone in PACOM AOR: USPACOM two-person travel rule is waived by the

commanding officer. Bangladesh is designated as a Special Area by DoS:

a. PACOM personnel: Notification is required by DoS thru the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for

Policy (USDP) for temporary duty travel by DoD and DoD-sponsored PACOM personnel (by including (SECDEF/USDP ADMIN as an info addressee on clearance request). USPACOM requires DoD personnel and DoD sponsored personnel to obtain USPACOM Theater clearance. Traveler must receive Theater clearance approval message from USPACOM/JO2 prior to travel.

b. Non-PACOM personnel: Concurrence is required by DoS thru the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense

for Policy (USDP) for temporary duty travel by DoD and DoD-sponsored personnel for Non-PACOM personnel.

Bhutan - Tourists are admitted only in groups by pre-arrangement with the Tourism Authority of Bhutan, P.O. Box

126, Thimpu, Bhutan, tel. (975-2) 23251, 23252; fax (975-2) 23695. Entry is available only via India, Bangladesh,

Nepal, and Thailand. The border with China is closed.

Brunei - Leave travel does not require advance approval. Visa is not required if traveling with regular (Tourist) US

passport for less than 90 days; however, if staying beyond 90 days, visa is required and should be obtained prior to

arrival. 

Burma: Burma is designated as a Special Area by DoS. Approval is required from DoS thru the Office of the Under 

Secretary of Defense for Policy (USDP) for all DoD and DoD-sponsored personnel. Military personnel on leave 

require passport, valid Burmese visa and/or entry documents, ID card, and leave orders. Additionally, all military 

and DoD personnel are required to submit a Country clearance request and receive written approval before 

entering the country. Travel to, from and within Burma is strictly controlled by the Government of Burma. A passport 

and visa is required. Travelers are required to show their passports with valid visa at airports, train stations and 

hotels.  

Cambodia: All travel by DoD and military personnel outside Phnom Penh must be approved by the USDAO and

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J02/J2/33/J52//

China: Military personnel on leave must have passport, PRC visa, and leave orders. If travel to Mongolia is 

planned, travelers must obtain a dual-entry Chinese visa. A transit visa is required for any stop in China, even if one 

does not exit the plane or train. DoD personnel traveling on leave/unofficial status do not require prior approval 

(country clearance) from USDAO Beijing, SECSTATE, or SECDEF/USDP. However, DoD personnel who are not 

traveling with an organized tour group must inform the DAO of their travel itinerary prior to arrival. Notification may 

be done by email (daochina@eastnet.com.cn), fax (86-10) 6532-2160, or by standard message channels.

Comoros: Comoros is designated as a Special Area by DoS. Approval is required from DoS thru the Office of the 

Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USDP) for all DoD and DoD-sponsored personnel. Leave: Military personnel 

should possess passports, military identification cards, and leave orders. A valid passport with onward/return ticket, 

a three-week entry visa, which may be extended, may be obtained upon arrival at the airport

Diego Garcia: Criminal Threat Level not determined. Travel to Diego Garcia for official business only. Access to 

Diego Garcia is limited to official visitors and mission essential personnel. US aircrews/passengers that will RON 

require 7 days prior notice via message for clearance.

Fiji: Fiji is designated as a Special Area by DoS. For leave: passport, proof of sufficient funds, and an 

onward/return ticket is required. A Tourist visa is issued upon arrival for an initial stay of up to four months.  Info 

CDR USPACOM HONOLULU HI//J02/J33/J52// on all leave requests.

Hong Kong: A visa is not required for tourist visits by US citizens of up to 90 days. Passport required. Passports must have at least four (4) months validity for entry into Hong Kong.

India: India is designated as a Special Area by DoS. Military personnel require Country and Theater clearance to 

visit India.  See "07* Note" at top of page 2 for requirements.
Indonesia: Effective 8 May 98, official DoD travel to Indonesia requires prior approval by the Office of the Under 

Secretary of Defense for Policy. This requirement also applied to CINCPAC personnel. This clearance cannot be 

assumed. Requesting activity must receive OUSDP approval prior to commencing travel even if country and/or 

travel clearance has been granted.  Leave: Visas are not required for tourist/business stays of to two months (non-

extendable after 60 days). For official travel visa requirements, see FCG Indonesia II.e.2.c.

Japan: In many cases, military personnel are exempt visas unless specifically required for mission. Check the FCG 

for more information. AMC space-available travelers arriving in Japan at military ports do not require visa or proof of 

follow-on transportation. Visas are not required for tourist/business stays of up to 90 days. Visa required if stay is 

more than 90 days.

Kiribati: Visas are issued upon entry at airport.

Korea, North: North Korea is designated as a Special Area by DoS. Approval is required from DoS thru the Office 

of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USDP) for all DoD and DoD-sponsored personnel. Country clearance 

from Swedish Embassy in Pyongyang is required. Prospective travelers to North Korea must obtain in advance a 

Chinese visa valid for at least two entries prior to their arrival in the region. A valid Chinese visa is essential for both 

entry into China en route to North Korea, as well as departure from North Korea by air or land to china at the 

conclusion of a visit or in an emergency. Travel across the demilitarized zone (DMS) between North and South 

Korea is not permitted. US citizens who arrive in North Korea without a valid US passport and North Korean visa 

may be detained, arrested, fined or denied entry. 

Korea, South: For official travel for U.S. military and civilians, see specific visa requirements in the FCG. Leave: 

Military personnel on leave are exempt passports and visas but must have ID card and orders. A visa is not 

required for tourist stays of up to 30 days. Stays longer than 30 days require visa. Visa must be obtained in 

advance.

Madagascar: Madagascar is designated a Special Area by DoS. Approval is required from DoS thru the Office of 

the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USDP) for all DoD and DoD-sponsored personnel. Leave: Military 

personnel are required to notify USDAO if they desire to take leave in Madagascar and must remain in continuous 

contact with USDAO while in-country.

Malaysia: Clearance lead times: Official visitors responding to a GOM invitation and self-invited visitors desiring to 

visit the Ministry of Defense or any of its facilities shall submit request 30 days in advance. All other visitors to 

Malaysia will submit clearance request 15 days in advance. Visas are only required for stays of more than three 

months.

Maldives: Maldives is designated a Special Area by DoS. Approval is required from DoS thru the Office of the 

Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USDP) for all DoD and DoD-sponsored personnel. Tourist visas are issued 

upon arrival at no charge. Visitors must have proof of onward/return transportation and sufficient funds. Requests 

for extensions of stays up to 90 days may be approved with evidence of sufficient funds

Marshall Islands: A visa is not required for stays up to 30 days, which may be extended to 90 days from date of 

entry. Personnel arriving/departing on US military aircraft may enter on military ID card and orders. 

Mauritius: Mauritius is designated a Special Area by DoS for senior official travel only (FO/GO and 

Senior Executive Service (SES) personnel) or equivalent. Approval is required from DoS thru the Office of the

Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USDP) only for senior officials. Visas are not required for US citizens for

stays of three months or less. Stays over three months require a visa.

Nauru: Leave Requirements: Tourist visas are issued for a maximum of thirty days. Travelers transiting with valid 

ticket/onward destination do not require a visa, provided that the first connecting flight departs within three days of 

arrival in Nauru.

Nepal: Nepal is designated a Special Area by DoS. Approval is required from DoS thru the Office of the Under 

Secretary of Defense for Policy (USDP) for all DoD and DoD-sponsored personnel.  See "07* Note" at top of page 2 for requirements.
New Zealand: Country clearance is required for all personnel entering New Zealand except personnel participating 

in the Antarctic program. Visas are not required for individuals with US passports if remaining less than 90 days. 

Military and DoD civilian personnel in possession of official orders and DoD identification card do no require visas.

Papua New Guinea: Papua New Guinea is designated as a Special Area by DoS.

a. PACOM personnel: Notification is required by DoS thru the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for 

Policy (USDP) for temporary duty travel by DOD and DOD-sponsored PACOM personnel (by including 

SECDEF/USDP ADMIN as an info addressee on clearance request).

b. Non-PACOM personnel: Concurrence is required by DoS thru the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense 

for Policy (USDP) for temporary duty travel by DOD and DOD-sponsored personnel for Non-PACOM personnel.

c. A Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) is in effect that exempts members of the US Armed Forces from 

passport and visa requirements when entering and departing Papua New Guinea. Such military personnel must 

possess a military ID card and individual or collective travel or movement orders. Passport and visa are required 

for civilian personnel and all dependents. For official travel, a no-fee passport is required. Visas are available 

upon arrival at Port Moresby International Airport. American Embassy recommends official travelers obtain visa 

in advance, if time permits. Leave: A 60-day tourist visa may be obtained upon arrival at Port Moresby

International Airport.  See "07* Note" at top of page 2 for requirements.
Philippines:  Clearance lead-time requirements: 15 days for official business and regular leave travel. For 

personnel transporting weapons via commercial aircraft, CINCPACREPPHIL must receive the following information 

at least 45 days prior to travel to allow processing of customs paperwork: type and serial number of military 

weapons being transported. DoD personnel must submit a request for Country and Theater clearance NLT 15 days 

prior to travel. Military personnel on leave, emergency leave, or taking leave prior to the beginning or following the 

completion of a TAD/TDY, require a passport. Additionally, a visa is required from a Philippine Embassy or 

Consulate prior to travel if the length of leave exceeds 21 days. Military personnel taking leave during (in the middle 

of) a TAD/TDY may do so on their ID card and TAD/TDY orders, although passports are encouraged. 

Requirements for Filipino service members and their dependents who are non-immigrant residents of the US: 

a. For Non-immigrant service members: Non-immigrant service members may enter the Philippines with a 

Philippines passport. In order to leave the Philippines, the service member must have a passport, current 

military identification card, and valid leave papers/orders. These leave papers/orders must specify the 

Philippines as a destination or interim stop. Failure to possess these documents, or staying past dates specified 

in the leave/papers/orders will result in the service member being prevented from leaving the country by 

Philippines immigration. The service member will then be subject to remaining in the country indefinitely.

b. Filipino service members and their dependents who are US resident aliens (green card holders) must have

valid Philippine passports and their resident alien cards in their possession. 

*  USPACOM sets the COUNTRY BASELINE for the Philippines at FPCON BRAVO PLUS.   The regions of Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago are at FPCON CHARLIE.  JSOTF-P AO is at FPCON CHARLIE Plus.  Travel restricted areas for the Philippines include:  Mount Pinatubo, Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago.

    (06* Note on page 1)  The first O-6 in the chain of command must approve all FP Plans for travel to the Philippines (except Mount Pinatubo and the regions of Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago, which requires the first O-7).
See "07* Note" at top of page 2 for requirements.
Singapore:  Passport required.  No passport required for personnel transiting Singapore on leave carrying military ID cards and EML orders.  Visa not required for stays of less than 90 days.  Visa not required for personnel on emergency leave staying in Singapore for less than 14 days.  A visa is required for personnel on emergency leave staying in Singapore for 14 days or more.

Solomon Islands: Solomon Islands is designated as a Special Area by DoS. Visas required for stays over 90 days 

in a twelve-month period.

Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka is designated as a Special Area by DoS. 

See "07* Note" at top of page 2 for requirements.
Taiwan: Taiwan is designated a Special Area by DoS. 

Thailand: DoD units deploying with weapons, controlled medications, or other sensitive items to Thailand via 

commercial air must coordinate with JUSMAGTHAI NLT 30 days prior to arrival. A visa is not required for Thailand 

for stays of 30 days or less. With the exception of those military personnel referred to in para 1.c and 1.d of the 

FCG for Thailand, all PCS/TDY military and DoD civilian personnel (including dependents and students) who plan 

to stay for more than 30 days must obtain a Non-immigrant visa prior to arrival in Thailand, regardless of mode of 

travel (military or commercial).

See "07* Note" at top of page 2 for requirements.
The Thai Government's continued suppression of the insurgency in the southern provinces raises the possibility that U.S. military personnel transiting these areas may become targets of opportunity.  Therefore, CDR USPACOM restricts official travel by all DoD personnel and unofficial travel by DoD military personnel in the following southern most provinces in Thailand:  Sangkhla, Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat and the city of Hat Yai.

Tonga: Visas are required for stays of 30 days or more.

Tuvalu: For official travel, visas are issued upon entry at the airport. Orders should be presented. For leave, visitor 

permits are issued upon arrival. A passport, onward/return ticket and proof of sufficient funds for the trip are 

required.

Vanuatu: Vanuatu is designated as a Special Area by DoS. Visas are not required for stays of up to 30 days. 

Vietnam:  Vietnam is designated a Special Area by DoS.  Passports and Visas are required for both official and

unofficial travel.  Visas must be obtained prior to traveling to Vietnam.  US citizens born in Vietnam, former citizens

of Vietnam, and their children are required to obtain visas.  In criminal matters, however, Vietnamese authorities

treat them as Vietnamese nationals.  They also may be subjected to laws that impose special obligations upon

Vietnamese nationals, such as military service and taxes.  US citizens of Vietnamese origin may be charged with

offenses allegedly committed prior to their original departure from Vietnam.  US citizens contemplating travel to

Vietnam should carry only US passports with their proper visa affixed.  Under no circumstances should US citizens

accept travel documents that identify them as citizens of Vietnam.  Refer to the Foreign Clearance Guide for

additional travel guidance and health precautions.

Current as of:


8 Oct 04





Last update:


27 Sep 04








L = Low            M = Medium (Moderate for TTL)            S = Significant            H = High            C = Critical            U = Not Determined

Y* = generally yes. See below for exceptions               N* = Generally No      A = SECSTATE Public Announcement

W = SECSTATE Travel Warning          R = USPACOM Travel Restriction        10 = Theater Clearance Request NLT 10 days prior to travel

