Basic Allowance for Housing

General Information:

Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) is provided to military members with or without dependents who are authorized to reside off base at government expense. The amount of BAH for a member will vary according to the pay grade in which the member is assigned or distributed for basic pay purposes, the dependency status of the member, and the geographic location of the member. 

The Secretary of Defense established a major initiative in FY2001 to eliminate out-of-pocket expenses being paid by Service members for off base housing. The initiative is intended to lower average out-of-pocket costs from 18.8% to 0 by 2005. Service members with and without dependents will see their housing allowances continue to increase through 2005. 
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Additional Information: 

Per Diem Committee external website links to:

  BAH 

  BAH Rates 

