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U.S. forces participate in Balikatan 2003

CAMP H.M. SMITH, Hawaii -- Approximately 1,200 U.S. military personnel will participate in Balikatan 2003, an annual joint/combined multilateral exercise in the Republic of the Philippines April 25 - May 9 with 2,500 of their military counterparts from the Armed Forces of the Philippines. The United States has participated in this training exercise since 1981.

This exercise is not related to Balikatan 02-1 training mission, which took place in southern Philippines from January to July 2002. 

Both phases of the 14-day exercise will be conducted simultaneously. The first phase is a combined/joint task force seminar/command post exercise. Phase one will exercise the CJTF staff and augmentation personnel on crisis action planning and execution of courses of action with a focus on peace enforcement operations. 

Phase Two involves cross training with U.S. and AFP personnel participating in field training operations and humanitarian civil assistance projects. This phase of the exercise will improve interoperability among U.S. and AFP forces and train civil military operators to work together in a CJTF structure with a focus on civil assistance. Military personnel from the United States and the Philippines will conduct multiple medical, dental, veterinary and engineering projects. 

Balikatan '03 is the nineteenth in this series of training exercises in the Philippines. Participation in this exercise and other multinational exercises, including Cobra Gold in Thailand and Commando Sling in Singapore, has been invaluable in maintaining positive military relationships while improving military interoperability among military units and their service members.
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