
PRESS RELEASE 

USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs

Release Number: 03-14

Date:  04 Mar 03

Lt. Cmdr. Scott Miller, Public Affairs Officer
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Vinson Sailors lend a helping hand in Guam

Story by JO3(SW/AW) Mathew Sohl

GUAM – When USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) moored at the island of Guam, America’s western-most territory, Feb. 25 for a few days of rest and relaxation, most of the aircraft carrier’s crew were eager to take a break from their underway routine to enjoy the island’s sunny beaches and local hospitality.


However, for almost 100 Vinson crew members, the call of civic duty overshadowed the call of the surf during their stay at Guam, as they participated in an assortment of community-service projects throughout the island. 


Three months prior to the ship’s arrival, the island of Guam was brutally ravaged by the Supertyphoon, Pongsona. In its wake, the typhoon left an estimated $37 million in damages to the island and stranded thousands of inhabitants without power and running water for months. The effect of this natural disaster can still be felt in every aspect of life on the island. 


Vinson Sailors, in coordination with the ship’s Chaplain’s office, assisted various charitable organizations throughout the territory to help their fellow countrymen rebuild Guam. 


“We’re still not cleaned up, but we’re doing it a little bit at a time as we get help,” said Mayor Nonito Blas of Mangilao Village, where Vinson Sailors assisted with the cleanup and refurbishing of the local playground and baseball field. “We’re very lucky to have the crew from the Carl Vinson come out and volunteer; they’ve been a big help.”


Mangilao Village was only one of several sites that received aid from Vinson Sailors. At Guam’s Carmelite Sisters Monastery, Carl Vinson volunteers performed repairs and cleanup of the weather-beaten monastery. 


“I’m very glad for the help the Navy has come out here to do,” said Sister Johanna, of the Carmelite Sisters Monastery. “There have been other branches of the military that have helped us. The Marines have helped us, and the Air Force has helped us, but the most help has come from the Navy.”


Following the project at the Carmelite Monastery, Vinson volunteers were invited to a feast consisting of many of the island’s traditional foods, similar receptions were hosted for the ship’s volunteers at many of the other service projects as well. 


Aside from displaying gratitude for the Sailors’ efforts, these meals allowed Vinson crew members to experience a rare taste of Guam’s culture. 


“Community-relation projects kind of go two ways,” said Lt. Robin Heckathorne, Carl Vinson chaplain and organizer of most of the ship’s community-relations programs.       



“What I’ve discovered is that a lot of people sign up for them (service projects), thinking that it’ll be something fun for them to do and something that they can give back to the community, and that’s wonderful,” he said. “Usually, it’s after the work, they come back to the ship feeling like they got a whole lot more out of it than the people that they served.”


Despite the labor required by many of the service projects, Vinson crewmembers remained enthused about volunteering even at the end of the day.  

“It’s rewarding and satisfying to help out a community that is not as lucky as we are,” said AS2 Lenny Hazelett. “I figured I’d give back what the Carl Vinson has given to me by volunteering and helping out people who are in need. I would do this again in a heartbeat. I would do it again tomorrow.

“I think that’s the whole idea of community relations,” said Heckathorne. “It helps break down the barriers and starts building bridges between the United States Navy and the people of the community.” 

USS Carl Vinson departed Guam March 1 to continue her battle group’s deployment in the western Pacific. Community-service projects are already being planned for potential future ports the aircraft carrier and her crew may visit. 

