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REYES:  MLSA, A PILLAR OF RP-US RELATIONS

Defense Secretary Angelo T.  Reyes   today  called  the  RP-US  Military Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) “ a pillar of trust” in the strategic relationship  between the Philippines and the United States and   a  mechanism   that will help modernize   the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

 In a brief message at Camp Aguinaldo  during the turnover to the AFP by the US government of  500 pieces of armor vests  facilitated through the  MLSA,  Reyes lauded the first  MLSA transaction between the two countries as a tangible  result of the  November 21, 2002 Agreement.

“The arrival of 500 pieces of body armors  has most certainly proven that the MLSA  not only provides another pillar  of trust  in the strategic relationships between the Philippines and US  but  more than that underscores  the multitude of  benefits that the AFP can gain through the MLSA.  Not only  does it improve the AFP logistical capability  but  it is  also  in line with the trusts of the  modernization program of our armed Forces.”  Reyes said  during the ceremony attended by top Philippine defense and American officials led by Reyes and US Embassy Charge d’affaires Joseph Mussomeli.

Secretary Reyes said the body armor vests will continue to support programs to improve the soldier’s fighting skills and resources to build a “reliable, modern and high quality defense force.”  He explained though  that while the body armors would greatly assist the soldier in combat, “it is the man inside the armor and not the armor that covers the man that ensures victory.”

The vests which will be on loan to the AFP for one year will be used by AFP personnel while on field missions and also while undergoing training on counter-terrorism with their US counterparts.

The items were transported to the Philippines from a US Army facility in South Korea aboard a South Korean C-1430 cargo plane, a service provided by the Korean government in support of US armed forces missions.

(Reyes speech attached.)
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