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AFP GETS ARMOR VESTS IN FIRST MLSA DEAL WITH US ---REYES


Defense Secretary Angelo T Reyes today said the AFP will officially receive tomorrow (January 24) at Camp Aguinaldo the 500 pieces of armor vests worth approximately US$50,000 acquired by the Philippine government from the US in the first transaction under the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement forged in November last year.


The armor vests will be used by AFP personnel as force protection while on field missions and also while undergoing training on counter-terrorism with their US counterparts.


Reyes said the transfer of the items signifies the sincere commitment of both nations to the MLSA, a logistics facilitation agreement aimed at improving the interoperability, readiness, and effectiveness of their respective military.


Reyes also cited the significance of the first ever MLSA deal with the US, saying the equipment transfer will go a long way in enhancing the capability of RP troops in training and operational missions and their ability to protect themselves.


In a larger sense, Reyes added, this particular MLSA transaction reinforces the faith and confidence the two countries have to each other in their lone history of strategic cooperation under the RP-US Mutual Defense Treaty of 1951.


The items were transported from a US Army facility in South Korea aboard a South Korean C-130 cargo plane, a service provided by the Korean government in support of US armed forces missions. After temporary storage and inspection at the AFP Logistics Command in Camp Aguinaldo, the items will be shipped to Mindanao. 


The 500 sets of protective vests will be on loan to the AFP for one year, The arrangement will cost the FP no more than US$5,000 representing the use and processing costs incurred by the US government, which under MLSA terms, will be reimbursed by the AFP with an equal value of logistics support, supplies, and services that may be needed by and provided to US armed forces personnel currently on joint training with Philippine military personnel,


Secretary Reyes and AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Dionisio R Santiago will grace the hand-over ceremony tomorrow at the AFP General Headquarters. Invited to attend were US Charge d’ Affaires Joseph Mussomeli and representatives from the US Pacific Command (USPACOM) and US Army in the Pacific (USARPAC) from Hawaii.******
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