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Appropriate Greetings…


Ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon.  Thank you very much for the invitation to grace this occasion.  


Today, we are here for a number of very good reasons:  First we bear witness to the first tangible result as USND will put it, the bearing of the fruit in the negotiation over the implementation of the RP-US Mutual Logistics Support Agreement after its signing in November of last year.


The arrival of 500 pieces of body armors has most certainly proven that the MLSA not only provides another pillar of trust in the strategic relationship between our country and the United States;

More than this occasion underscores the multitude of benefits that our Armed Forces can gain through the MLSA. Not only does it improve the AFP logistics capability, it is also in line with the thrusts of the Modernization Program of our Armed Forces.


Indeed, we  in our Department of National Defense and the Armed Forces of the Philippines, will continue to support those programs that contribute to the needs of our military personnel and the enhancement of their capabilities.


We will do everything in our means to attend to the improvement of our soldiers’ war fighting skills and resources – simply because we desire to maintain a reliable, modern, and high-quality defense force.


we must bear, however, mind one very important thing: In a profession such as ours, it takes special people – loyal to their fellow soldiers, dedicated to their sworn duty, and committed to their nation and people – to do the job.  

We can have the most modern and the most reliable pieces of equipment; we can have the meanest and most formidable weaponry; but without quality people, they are merely useless tools and gadgets, props.

True, the material and logistics support continue to be one of the major determinants in fighting and winning wars; and these body armors would surely help our soldiers a lot during combat.

We must remember: “it is the man inside the armor and not the armor that covers the man that ensures victory.” (no pun intended)


We must still keep in mind that “the backbone of our Armed Forces is our brave, well-trained, highly skilled, and self-motivated force.”


To paraphrase another soldier, “our soldiers continue to be our most vital resource – they are the most critical component of our readiness.”

However, though no amount of equipage or state of the art weaponry can ever compare to the soldier himself, these body armors will still go a long way in helping our armed forces to fight better, more boldly, and more bravely.


Ladies and gentlemen, as I come to a close, I wish to say that I am truly pleased that the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement has already been put into action.  I’m certain that you will be seeing more tangible results from this agreement in the foreseeable future.


Thank you very much.
