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Sailors assist adult care facility
BARRIGADA, Guam –  Sailors from USS Frank Cable (AS-40) helped remove a fallen radio tower from the top of Saint Dominic’s Senior Care Home yesterday. Twelve Frank Cable Sailors with rigging experience volunteered on their day of liberty to stabilize and cut apart nearly 50 feet of steel and cable suspended three stories above an open courtyard where the elderly and disabled residents normally gather. 

The radio tower fell during Supertyphoon Pongsona, which hit the island on December 8.  According to Bob Kelley, telecommunications advisor to Gov. Carl T.C. Gutierrez, the fallen portion of the Catholic radio station KOLG-FM required teamwork and rigging skills, something the U.S. Navy has.
“I requested assistance through [Guam] Civil Defense after seeing the situation,” said Kelley. “It would require people with rigging skills and organized manpower. A ship’s crew is about as organized as you can get.”

Chief Electronics Technician Duncan Campbell organized the working party of hull technicians and riggers from the Frank Cable. The job included removing electrical and cable lines before other workers cut apart the tower with saws. After the tower was cut into smaller sections, the crew lowered the pieces off the roof to be hauled away.
“This operation required specialized equipment that the ship had, and the manpower that could operate as a team,” said Kelley. “I think that it’s super that they’d do this on a day off.”

A submarine tender, Frank Cable provides repair and maintenance support to submarines deployed in the Western Pacific, as well as USS City of Corpus Christi (SSN 705) and USS San Francisco (SSN 711), both homeported in Guam.
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For more information, contact the Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Marianas Public Affairs Office at (671) 339-5207.
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