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Journalists from the Republic of Korea on the IVLP Program, Foreign Policy for Journalists, Briefed by PACOM
Korean Journalists and PAAC staff in front of Headquarters U.S. Pacific Command
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On December 15, two journalists from the Republic of Korea received a PACOM Mission Brief and participated in a roundtable discussion on PACOM’s regional security mission hosted by the Division Chief for the Joint Interagency Coordination Group (JIACG). The reporters for the Dong-A Ilbo and Hankyoreh Shinmun daily newspapers engaged PACOM staff officers  in dialogue that helped them better understand and appreciate U.S. security strategy in the Area of Responsibility (AOR) as well as issues specific to the Korean Peninsula.  
Comments from Pacific Asia Affair Council (PAAC) staff and program participants underscored their appreciation for the Korea Desk officer and DPRK Strategic Focus Group’s depth of experience and knowledge relating to issues on both sides of the DMZ.  The timing of this engagement was especially relevant given the death of Kim Jong IL two days later.  PAAC noted that the participants welcomed the diversity of professional opinions reflected at the meeting.  All reported that the information shared by the PACOM staff added a useful perspective to these discussions.
The International Visitor Leadership Program annually brings to the United States approximately 5,000 foreign nationals from all over the world to meet and confer with their professional counterparts and to experience America firsthand. The visitors, who are selected by American Foreign Service Officers overseas, are current or potential leaders in government, politics, the media, education, the arts, business and other fields.
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