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Japanese Diet members and Japan LNO pose with RADM Robin M. Watters at the U.S. Pacific
Command (PACOM) Headquarters

On January 26, 2012, three members of the Japanese Diet received a PACOM Mission Brief and participated in a roundtable discussion on PACOM’s regional security mission hosted by RADM Robin M. Watters. The Diet members engaged PACOM staff officers in thoughtful dialogue that helped them better understand and appreciate U.S. security strategy in the Area of Responsibility (AOR), as well as those issues specific to the Japan-U.S. alliance.

The Diet members were profuse in their expression of gratitude and appreciation for the warm hospitality shown and the attentive manner in which questions were answered.  The timing of this engagement was pronounced in that the Japanese Diet members were all members of the former minority party (DPJ).  In a historical change, the political landscape in Japan changed dramatically when the DPJ won a majority in the 2009 election. The participants appreciated the breadth and depth of the discussion as well as the open manner in which it was conducted.  All reported that the information shared by the PACOM staff added a useful perspective to their overall project themes and goals that they can take back to Japan.

PACOM regularly brings foreign nationals and dignitaries from the AOR to meet and confer with their professional counterparts and to gain firsthand familiarity with American foreign policy.
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