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at the PACFLT Boat House
On November 14, twelve Australians from the Global Voices Australian Youth Delegation received a Pacific Fleet (PACFLT) Mission Brief and participated in a roundtable discussion on PACFLT and PACOM’s regional security mission with CAPT Steve Bischeri of U.S. Pacific Fleet Strategic Planning and Policy Directorate (N5).  PACFLT and PACOM staff officers engaged the group in a dialogue to help them better understand and appreciate U.S. security strategy in the PACOM Area of Responsibility (AOR).  Following this, the participants were given a USS Arizona Memorial Remembrance Tour. This event consisted of a museum tour in the PACFLT Commander’s Boat House, movie about the Japanese attack, and private barge excursion that went around Ford Island where several historical points of interest were mentioned, culminating in a visit to the USS Arizona Memorial. 

Comments from the group included remarks reflecting their raised level of awareness regarding the vast number of issues related to regional security and the importance of addressing them. They experienced a deep sense of reverence at the memorial while at the same time quite touched that the barge they sailed on was flying Australian colors in tribute. 
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CAPT Bischeri briefs the Global Voices participants

U.S. Navy personnel give a tour of the Admiral’s Boathouse
Australia's Youth Delegation to APEC consists of ten young Australians and two staff members coordinated by Global Voices (http://www.globalvoices.org.au). All are aged 18-25. They have been chosen from a competitive selection process and are endorsed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Australia. They are currently working on research papers around APEC.
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