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2011 East- West Center Senior Journalist Seminar: 

Bridging Gaps Between the United States and the Muslim World 

2011 East-West Center Senior Journalists Seminar
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participants in front of HQ U.S. Pacific Command
Journalists from the Muslim world and the U.S. visited USPACOM on August 25, where they received a PACOM Mission Brief and participated in a lively roundtable discussion on PACOM’s regional security mission with the Division Chief for South Asia - Oceania Policy Division of the Strategic Planning and Policy Directorate.  PACOM staff officers engaged the journalists in discussions to help them better understand and appreciate U.S. security strategy in the AOR.  The journalists from Afghanistan, India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines and the U.S. were greeted by the Deputy Director of the J9, who provided welcoming remarks intended to set the tone for the visit.  In support of Secretary of State Clinton’s smart power initiative, the Public Diplomacy Advisor and a staff officer from the J56, Strategy and Assessment Division, hosted a briefing and panel discussion on Defense, Diplomacy, and Development (the 3D’s) that highlighted how the U.S. government develops and manages partnerships with public and private sectors that promote mutual understanding and build partnership capacity between nations in the region and PACOM.   
Feedback from the journalists and the East-West Center staff was uniformly positive, with   several reporters noting how pleased they were that their penetrating questions were addressed in an open, candid, and engaging manner.  A few journalists indicated they plan to contact PACOM Public Affairs for follow up questions.  
The Senior Journalists Seminar is an annual 21-day professional dialogue, study and travel program for 12 senior print, broadcast and online journalists from the U.S. and Asian countries with substantial Muslim populations. Participants engage their peers, experts, and the public on issues relevant to U.S.-Muslim relations including religious diversity in Asia and the United States; the cultural, political and economic force religion plays in societies; and the role of media in educating and informing the public.  
The visit to PACOM was part of a broader three week program with the journalists traveling to several U.S. and foreign cities. The study tour for Asian journalists included:  Washington, DC; New York, NY; and Colorado Springs/Denver, CO.  Additionally, the American journalists traveled to:  Manila and Mindanao, Philippines; and Dhaka, Bangladesh.  The program opened and concluded in Honolulu, Hawaii, with joint sessions between Asian and American participants.
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