Symposium on East Asia Security

An Overview

	


The U.S. Pacific Command and the Department of State have jointly sponsored the annual Symposium on East Asia Security (SEAS) since 1986. This three-week, highly intensive program is designed for Asia-Pacific military and civilian security and defense professionals from throughout the Pacific Command area of responsibility, who are already policy-makers or are entering policy-making ranks. The Symposium begins in Hawaii and then travels to two or three Asian nations. At each stop the participants meet with senior military and diplomatic officials, visit military units, and engage in discussions at security think tanks. SEAS strengthens bonds among military and security professionals, allowing them to share perspectives on counter-terrorism and other security issues of importance to their nations. SEAS approaches security from a regional perspective, examines the U.S. role in the Asia-Pacific region, promotes theater security cooperation and identifies emerging issues in regional security.

SEAS is designed to stimulate frank and open discussion. The program is conducted informally and all sessions are off-the-record so that participants can establish personal relationships and share their perspectives frankly. No uniforms are worn during the three weeks of the program. Protocol plays only a minor role. Social events are planned at each stop, so that the participants can get to know each other, their interlocutors and counterparts. 

SEAS alumni currently number 476 professionals in 25 nations in the Asia-Pacific region. The Office of the Public Diplomacy Advisor at USPACOM facilitates communication among this network and annually updates contact information for SEAS alumni. In addition, SEAS alumni from Japan, Korea, China, Russia, Mongolia, and the United States participate in the Symposium on Northeast Asian Security (SNEAS), a two-day seminar hosted by U.S. Embassy Public Diplomacy offices, held in Japan (1996 and 2001), Korea (1997 and 2003), China (2000 and 2004), Mongolia (2002) and Russia (2005).
	


SEAS PROGRAM GOALS

· To create a forum in which security experts from the Asia-Pacific region can discuss security issues including counter-terrorism, affecting their nations with each other and with senior officials and specialists in each of the countries visited. 

· To provide an understanding of U.S. security policies and operations in the Asia-Pacific region and to demonstrate American commitment and capabilities.  

· To provide a venue for security policy-makers to develop a regional perspective on security issues and to examine the linkages among political, economic, and security issues in the region.  

· To identify emerging issues in regional security and areas of future cooperation among the nations of the region. 

	


